





THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE 


eee K SPREE, N. 2 e WASHINGTON, o. ° EXECUTIVE 6250 


To Obtain Post-War Replanning and tier of Cities 


News Bulletin No. § April 20, 1942 


Dear Members 


THE URBAN LAND INSTITUTE PROPOSAL FOR REBUILDING BLIGHTED CITY AREAS has been 
widely circulated, and it is receiving much favorable comment, Some samples? 


"The plan of your Institute appears soundly conceived, and inasmuch as Asheville 
has blighted areas also, it would seem that some organization here should support 
your efforts." --~ Verne Rhoades, The City Planning Commission of Asheville, 


"The plen of The Urban Land Institute for a post war program interests us very much, 
because like many other cities, we have the problem of a blighted area which needs 
attention, Please convey to all of those who are giving their time to these in- 
portant matters, the whole-hearted praise and thanks of the Dallas Real Estate 
Board." -- Hugh BE. Prather, 


"It seems to me that every city government in the United States, certainly the per- 
sons in chargs of every city having a population of 100,000 or more, should be in- 
terested in this vital post-war planning, What can we do to help?" — Samuel 
Raymond Dobbs, Comaissioner of Assessment, City of Camden, 


AN EXHIBITION OF WAR-TIME HOUSING will be shown at the Museum of oo Art, 
in colloboration with the National Committee on the Housing Imergency, fro 
April 22 through July 19, at 11 West 53rd Street, New York Clty, After the initial 
showing, the exhibit will probably bo presented in other cities, At the preview to 
bo held on April 21, Mr. John B, Blandford, Jr., Administrator of the National 
Housing Agency, will make a radio address over the Blue Network of the National 
Broadcasting Company at 7:45 P.U., eastern war time, 





The purpose of the exhibit is to demonstrate the importance of housing to ths 
war effort, and to show that expcnditures for war housing can, to a large extent, 
be conserved for the future use of the communities, Movies, photographs, and 
models will be used to illustrate good and bad principles of planning and design. 


A SPECIAL CENSUS TO SUPPLEMENT THE 1940 FIGURES may be made by the Bureau of 
the Census in cities which have experienced an exceptional growth in population 
during the past year, ‘The Bureau has announced that any city desiring a apecial 
census to secure an increase in shared taxes distributed on a population basis 
may make a formal request stating the reasons why a special census should be made, 
The city must bear the living and transportation costs, but not the salary, of a ? 
census employee to supervise the work, The city must also pay the wages of clerks 
and enumerators,. 
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A DRAMATIC ILLUSTRATION OF URBAN RECENTRALIZATION now progressing to tho 
accompaniment of the war production progran is the advertisement of the Boston 
Elevated Railway sent to us by ULI Trustee William H, Ballard and reproduced here 


from the Boston Herald of April 7, 





In the fall of 1940, Mr, Ballard, in his Urban Land Institute report, Pro- 
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but we're carrying them— 


to their jobs and home again 


The “FL” is now cayying « half 2 million mor riders 2 week than it did a year ago. 


By planning months in advance, we have provided personnel and equipment for the 


tansporution of this greatly increased number of “EL” users. 


We shall do all in our power to obtain additional equipment for further increases on 


existing lines. 


At the same cime, the “EL” and the community must face the fact that rush hour 


service is crowded because of the new demands created by war conditions. 


We urge you to arrange to ride, whenever possible, berweeu 10 and 4, and after 


6 p.m. The “EL” can still carry many more passengers at ccse times. And you will be saving 


seeded room for workers who mast travel in the rush hours. 
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| WHAT WE'VE DONE | 


to handle the crowds 

Increased service by 95,000 car 
aules a wee! 

Reconditioned $8 rapid transit cars 
and 73 surface ca 

Added 69 new buses and ordered 
60 more 

Authorized purchase of 100 new 
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The above is aw accerate chart, based on ae bowrly connt of “EL” riders. 








posals Yor Dovn- 
tow Boston, 
recommended that 
the Boston Elevat— 
ed be granted per~ 
mission for addi~ 
tional routes, 
particularly for 
those of a loop or 
circumferential 
type, to lessen 
congestion in the 
central area 
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Security Adminis- 
tration is for sale 
for $175,000, Its 
cost to the FSA is 
$2,697,157. There 
have been newspaper 
reports that the FSA 
"Greenbelt"® community 
of Greenhills, Ohio, 
is for sale at a 
price of $11,800,900, 
and that the Govern= 
mont is also negoti- 
ating for the sale 
of Greenbelt, Mary- 
land, and Greendale, 
Wisconsin, We are 
informed by the FSA 
that the figure of 
$11,800,000 is a 


statement of the cost of Greenhills, and that none of the three Greenbelt communities 
is being sold, The cumulative operating deficit of each of the three FSA towns is 
approximately $100,000,000, ‘They are being transferred to the National Housing 
Agency, and we are olivised that any disposal of the properties must be made through 


this new consolidated housing agency of the Federal Government, 


OPINION IS IMPORTANT DATA IN COMMUNITY SURVEYS, 


If the measures employed to 


reconstruct urban areas are to express the civic ambition of the community, those 
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who are responsible must know what the community really wants. The Urban Land Insti- 
tute has put forward this principle by emphasizing opinion in its surveys, Recently 
the Bureau of Urben Research of Princeton University has presented a study of methods 
of obtaining public opinion for planning purposes in Urben Planning and Public Opinion. 
This analysis is based on a poll undertaken for illustrative purposes. It demonstrates 
that valuable planning information can be gathered readily and economically by means of 
a public opinion poll. 


REVERE COPPER ANT BRASS, INCORPORATED, has asked four prominent architects to 
state their views on the future of prefabrication, particularly in the post-wer re- 
construction era, Hach of these designers predicts a popular low cost homa, to be 
to gies out in the manner of automobile production, with prices ranging from $1,000 
to $3,500, 


Normal Bel Geddes is confident that a completsly prefabricated two-bedroom 
house cen be produced for $1,950, His design is based on twenty-seven construction 
units which can be rapidly assembled in eleven different arrangements to avoid over= 
stendardization of appearance. 


Walter Dorwin Teague proposes a house of standard structural units, with a 
variety of possible external appearances, which covld be readily moved from site to 
site, or changed in size by the gddition or subtraction of standard structural 
units, in the $1,000 —- $2,000 price range. 


William Hamby bases his design upon labor saving devices which, among other 
things, abolish the kitchen, and conceal automatically controlled cooking utensils 
end refrigerated food storage spaces in cupboards built into a prefabricated house 
bristling with gadgets, to sell in the $3,500 range, 


Pavl Nelson is principally concerned with the inside of the future house, He 
suggests an external shell of conventional construction, with prefabricated, inter= 
changeable rooms to be fitted inside, like the mechanism of a watch in its case, 

\ 


WIN TIME OF WAR PREPARE FOR PEACE" is a watchword now being heeded by no less 
than thirty-five federal sgencies and sixty-seven private organizations, according © 
to Postwar Plenning In The United States, by George B, Galloway, just issued by The 
Twentieth Century Fund, ‘The suthor of this catalog of agencies now doing research 
or investigation into the social, economic, political, military, and legal prob- 
lems of the post-war period, finds that the following general assumptions are tak-= 
ing shapeg 





A democratic victory is generally and confidently expected, 


The desirability of preserving the private enterprise system as the chief 
component of the American postwar economy is widely taken for granted by 
both public and private agencies, 


Full employment of manpower and resources, which is expected to reise the 
national income to about $110 billions during the war period, can be main= 
tained in the postwar POOH, 


Wartime unity will carry over into peacetime, and rival sectional interests 
will cooperate in the execution of postwar plans, 
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postwar expansion of new Drury Realty Building - 1737 K Street, N.W. 


private capital investment, 


The extension and regional 

equalization of social services in the areas of health, education, nutrition, 
housing, and recreation in order to promote greater equality in levels of living 
throughout the country and help increase consumer demand for deferred output of 
the consumption goods industries, 


Sincerely, 


Gee. 7 Bomag 


Director 
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